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mity. To the ordinary m: Being of what William Jan 
bristian Claims are untruc. F empcramcn he speaks alwa 
é myth. The Christian claims gant terms of what nowadays would be calle 
bnly stories,” but to return f “ Man.” he says, “ can never really recognize 
ptain, they are truer than, f and be content with that. He must struggle 
: cause they symbolize more he exists.” Does this represent a universal ¢ 
 : essential nature of the C is it really true to say that, to live creative 
' * always at the level of inner conflict ? Beethove 
; born out of the conflict of his soul, but i 
In Mr. Lee's opinion the old McCarthy, agony of soul can have very differe 
tween the Church and the world has Gethsemane may represent one element in human 
represents a movement of the spirit, but it is mot necessarily the essential element. 
by @ This ts the “ Gethsemane was not the whole story. We are 
book. But the joy which was set before him that he 
The “ modernist in the Fourth Gospel, which docs 
the in the Garden, Jesus bequeaths to his 
But, says Mr. Lee 
| of 
in and difficulties 
is the basis of bis in Clristianity and the New 
to the story of ond 
The story, as has come down 
clement in experience: ity and is obviously the 
fc But the reality behind the story can never experience. Even among Uni 
covered, for the smmple reason that the essence of the 
G Lee: Christianity and the New Situation, Alien & spurt is urging us to launch out the 
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COMMENT 
Should Leaders Be Muzzled ? 
JN their different spheres, the Duke of Edinburgh, in reference 
to conscription, and the President of the Methodist Con- 
ference, Dr. Soper, have been criticized a good deal lately for 
making statements on subjects which, considering their 
position, they should allegedly have left alone. Dr. Soper, 
apparently, in his answer to a question at an open-air forum, 
criticized the Queen for attendance at race-meetings, in view 
of the hundreds of millions of money spent every year in 
gambling on the racecourse. Many protests have been made, 
because Dr. Soper’s official position might lead to a belief that 
his remarks represented the official view of the Methodist 
Church. As a matter of fact, the offending remarks were 
made on the spur of the moment, whilst longer consideration 
_would probably have convinced Dr. Soper that a similar case 
could be brought against the attendance of Methodist 
ministers at football matches. 


the Church of England itself. Dr. Soper, I consider, made an 
unfortunate statement, but there are means of cor- 


af 


departments of the ministry and church extension. This 
interim commission has two years in which to make its report, 
the time lapse being due, no doubt, to the fact that members 
of the commission live as far apart as California, Montreal 
and Washington. 


In the meantime emphasis is being laid on the necessity 


for the individual congregations doing all they can to supply. 


the spirit which alone can make any union profitable. Typical 

mses were the joint conference of the Unitarians and 
Universalists of Minnesota, who met at St. Paul last month 
to discuss: “ Making Liberal Religion Effective”; and the 
decision of the Marine Unitarian Association to join in 1954 
with the Universalist Church of Maine in the holding of the 
annual meetings at the same time and place, and appointing 


a joint committee to plan the conference. All British Uni- 
tarians will wish this new union of liberal churches a great 


increase of influence and power. 
Latin America 


FFEW series of talks can have been more interesting or 
important than the current series of talks on Latin America, 


| arranged by the B.B.C. Forty years ago I listened to an 


address given by Viscount Bryce at a University function, in 


which he stressed the great importance that Spanish studies _ 


were about to assume, on account of the rapid development 


moreover, that can claim to have made important contribu- 
tions to our common western culture in the realm of music, 
architecture and painting. Achievements in literature, too, 
are said to be of no mean order, but most of us are less able 
to judge for ourselves in that field. 


1! 

After all, people like Dr. Soper are in their position be- | 
cause on the whole they represent the general view of the ai 
organizations of which they are the head; and it would be a 
a thousand pities if they must be compelled to watch every }) 
views Wi to ir denomination. Anglican bishops, with oa 
their ecclesiastical duties, have to express their personal te Cove 

; manne : . ; y such States as the Argen- 

views 08 all r of subjects, but no one ascribes them to tine Republic and Brazil are playing an important role in the 

w r many realize even yet t of the n 

dist = greatest cities in the world, four are in Latin America, cities, | 

With regard to the Duke of Edinburgh, his constitutional 
position, of course, is difficult, but why should we expect him 
to be without opinions on public questions and demand that he 
repress them? There is a great call for more tolerance and 
broadmindedness in our public life. Commentator. 

Air v. Sea Travel 
"THE President of the Chamber of Shipping of the United MARY ANNE 
ment subsidy of air travel, which, he says, will ultimately, : 
unless shipping be subsidized, wipe out sea travel. It would By R. D. Woodall ; 
it is to be desired if it would produce a pening o - ; verts to Liberal Religious 
liner luxuries leave me cold ; what I want to see is aero-buses, What happens to the children of Liberal thinkers who reject Bs 
carrying scores of people (just as air transports carry scores of their parents’ teachings ? Some, of course, become plain un- 4 
more expensive relative to the general rise of the cost of goods pe the 
a* daughter of Samuel Galton, the famous Birmingham Quaker 
in Connemara for two months, and return to Welling- November 25, 1953. Pia oon ne ang Ming 
cost of not more than £20. He took out his return fascinating information about 18th century lers : 
for £16, went on board a Shaw, Saville and Albion "© $0 full of the oddities of 19th century orthodoxy that it 1s 
£4 im his pocket, and came back five months later sometimes difficult to extract all the interesting data in them. | 
He would hardly have indulged in riotious living in _‘'™ later life she rejected Quakerism for Wesicyanism and ult” } 
MI meantime, nor would he have been remarkable for the ately for Moravianism. She also came to despise the beral | 
generosity of his tips: but, thanks too to his brother's hos- _2tmosphere of her_home where Samus) ton 
pitality, he did what he set out to do. One cannot expect a ; 
return to the old rates which, indeed, implied scanty wages and Catholics and unbelsevers complaint 
wretched accommodation for ships’ crews, but what isthe use Who once told a patient. You 
of all progress in transport, if it can’t enable more personal having a conscience. 
visits to be interchanged with lands far beyond the sea? ae et call A Aad who tid smother to bura her religious t 
The American Council of Liberal Churches beaks and 
“FRE curreat sumber of The Christian Register contaims an Ge + 
America (Universalist-Unitarian) ‘This body came into ham. and the discoverer of oxygen. who was later hounded out | 
existence on October 8, 1953, and the Council governing the °° ‘Birmingham after the riots 4 arene 
acw Corporation met a week later. The most important wort She tells us he was “a man of admirable simplicity, ) 
done at that mecting was to set up an interim commission to -—gentlencss and Kindness of heart. united with great acutenoss 
stady ways of implementing the new union, especially in the of intellect.” although she felt the principles he expounded 
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intellectual giants—Francis Bacon and Thomas Hobbes. We is much higher than any given here. But for the Unitarian churches 
are introduced to the men before their ideas are presented and in the British Isles the ratio is, at the highest possible estimate, 
this adds much to the general appeal of a wide-ranging book. 1: 140. nit Z ' 
The Unitarians, the philosophers of evolution, the Ger- of 25 000, which One has 
man philosophers (among whom are included Coleridge and beca religious 
- Carlyle) and the realists are all dealt with. It is natural that organizations, publishes no statistics of membership. This, to 


the ideas of the philosophers of our own time should have the mind, is a grave mistake. psychological value of such flgwres 

greatest immediate significance; and Mr. Paul is full of wisdom would be great: if they showed an increase from year to year they 

and tolerance as he considers the ideas of Bertrand Russell, would become an lerentive t farther yp: ofoxt (this has 
Alfred North Whitehead and Samuel Alexander. they goed levestigation i 


Dealing with the “Sacramental Philosophy,” Mr. Paul remedy the situation. Ignorance in such matters has a strong ten- 
states dency to result in complacency. 
vine whom urch of England produced The problem of supporting a large ministry would remain 
or many centuries.” It is probably true, as Leslie Paul would if there were a more sdaniate ioultiering of financial Sardine by 
appear to suggest, that Bertrand Russell and William Temple Sate present. 
their place securely figures i modern i partly reso either by decreasing num ministers or 
increasing the number of members. The latter process is obviously 


| the more desirable one, but it is the former 
admirably written. Also there is a bibliography that real 


: solution of the i 
Leslie Paul is also the author of Sir Thomas More 
to ensure that all Unitarians contribute effectively to 


Anxiety and uniformity are our enemies now, and Rollo 
H. May’s Man’s Search for Himself sia pe and Unwin, 15s.), 


— 


- of integration. The individual must use his religion and con- 
1 in a creative rather than in a negative or neurotic way. 
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Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 
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in at least its present 
Joe: the immense range of this guide to Englis piral of disastrous pro- 
(Fat go 
val. Jalaliici sources WT can provic i; ullest benef to i m return. The 
More and Erasmus and the intellectuals of modern times. This traditional form of organization in Britain, based on autonomous . 
book is an excellent portrait of a man and an age. local churches, has broken down completely. It can work only | 
where (as was once the case) all or almost all of the congregations 
are able from their own resources to perform all the normal | 
describing the situation as it was nearly ten years ago, showed 
a psychotherapist, aware that spiritual harmony is necessary that this was true of fewer than one-third of the churches then. 
af The fi is almost certainly smaller now. The only reasonable 
Emily Dickinson has been a riddle to later ages. She was 
in 1830, and so little was known about her 
died a figure of mystery. I am not sure that 
or suggested solution takes us very much nearer 
enigma of Emily Dickinson. She was an odd 
woman, and she remains odd. But the book has its moments eee 
of insight and value; and Emily Dickinson certainly was an | 
cntrieui 
DENCL___ 
Teo Many Ministers? life sting, or decline? 
—The Inquirer for November 7 has just reached me, and Has he ever met the and grandmothers, with 
1 shoud to cif with the sentiments of Dr. Agnew's ir wi lifes lit 
o associate myself wi ce ae. their wide experience of little and who. 
—— is, proportionately to its membership, much 
of the latest stalistics, the ratio of active 
the figure is similar. The 
» for the Church of Eagiand is 1:250. his enera 
1.200. The for Unitarian churches i al of the EE Tel. Halifax 5544. ; 


“3 


S. Butterworth (Rochdale 


1953 


). Mr. 
V. Hol 


on 
Mr. F. Collinson 


t 


R. 


pal 


Princi 
dedica 


yer. 
dent: 


y 


our 
provided 


rite of “ 


Church was conducted 
, Mr. W. H. Cuncliffe (Newch 


m ious 
Shore 
r. F. Collinson (Po 
of 
out 


M 


DECEMBER 5, 
affirmation in South 


A 


pool) was the organist. 


Naylor (Black 


ack 


had 
Lee 


(B 


THE INQUIRER, 


NEWS REVIEW 
THE “REPERTORY COMPANY” 


410 


E 


THE INQUIRER 
All letters and manuscripts for the Editor must reach the Office not later than ; 
TEL : BUS. 7554 Editorial : EUS. 2912 by the s meet- 
¥ ing followed which Mr. T. W. Robe of the 
cers appointed were :—Pre 
National Union Secretary; Secretary: Mr. Leslie Procter 
| 
| wasted years, we are going from strength to strength. 
; May God bless you and guide you in your labours. 
From Our Western Correspondent 
Recent Sales and Gift Days imclude Bath (nearly £80) and 
Crewkerne £16). Forthcoming Sales, ctc., will be at Bridg- 
during recent months, and Cirencester welcomes se new 
Nerth and East Lancashire Unitarian and Free Christian 
Lay-Preachers’ Association 
Members of the Association and their wives or husbands from 
on 14, 1953. They jommed a 
coach The journey was unevent- 
ful apart from for a employed at a bank until be | 
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